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Heaven: Not Merited by Good Works but by the Finished Work of Christ 

Question: Is it possible to merit heaven by keeping the law either fully or partially? 
Answer: The Papists generally answer in the affirmative. They disagree with each other as to the manner in which 

good works are meritorious. They maintain that there are two sorts of merits. First, there is a meritum congrui, that is, 
a merit of suitability or propriety. By this is understood that when man performs a good work purely by reason of his 
free will and own strength, without being assisted by divine grace, it then behooves God to infuse grace into the man 
who does his best. Secondly, there is a meritum condigni, that is, a merit of equivalence. This is understood to mean 
that when man performs a good work by the strength of his free will, being assisted by divine grace, he merits heaven 
by the inherent worthiness of the work, so that there is a proportionate relationship between the work and the reward. 
Some maintain that good works merit heaven, even if there were no promise or agreement between God and man in 
which God promises heaven upon good works. Others do not relate the efficacy of merits to the inherent worthiness 
of the work which is performed with the assistance of divine grace, but to the behavior relative to which God 
promises heaven upon good works. Others maintain that good works merit heaven neither in reference to the one nor 
to the other, but rather by reason of conjoining the two, and understand it as follows: Heaven is put on display by God 
as a prize, promising to those who do good works that they will attain thereto, and that man being thus engaged, due 
to the inherent worthiness of the work, merits heaven by reason of the righteousness of God. 

The Socinians speak of acceptation. This means that God accepts a part as the whole, and thus grants heaven to 
man due to his good works, even though he is not perfect. 

We maintain on the contrary that good works are pleasing to God, and that God rewards them graciously. Man 
must have both of these things in view and be motivated by both to the performance of good works. We furthermore 
maintain that God has decreed to bring those who will be saved to this point by way of holiness and good works. 
Thus, man must not expect salvation as long as he is not on the way of holiness. We also maintain that God, having 
promised this and in accordance with His truthfulness, will give this heaven, merited by Christ, to those whom He 
sanctifies. And since He is faithful, it is also right and righteous that He would give it to them. We deny, however, 
that good works 
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liking. Such desires and motions are indeed the beginnings of regeneration and life. The Holy Spirit alone has 
wrought them in you and stirs you up to pray for them. Therefore follow the Spirit, and you will experience that your 
prayer is pleasing to God, and that He will repeatedly give you all that you need according to body and soul. 

Since I consider to have satisfactorily dealt with all your concerns, take therefore the liberty to pray. However, see 
to it that you do not use these excuses to stimulate your laziness and to pacify yourself when you neglect to pray. 
 
Guidance to Supplicants 

It now remains to give some guidance to the supplicant who has been stirred up to pray as to how he is to conduct 
himself in the preparation for, exercise of, and reflection upon prayer. 

The preparation for prayer must be contingent upon the condition in which we are. If you are in a good frame, 
you must first of all withdraw yourself from whatever you are occupied with and conduct yourself as if you were 
alone in the world and had nothing else to do but to walk with God. Secondly, while lifting up your soul, you must 
focus upon God as One who is worthy of worship, as the fountain of all good gifts, as omniscient, as omnipotent, or in 
whatever manner you may be conscious of God when you lift up your heart and engage in prayer. Thirdly, you must 
endeavor to bring about a reverent and humble disposition of heart. Fourthly, you must lift up your heart with a sigh 
for the spirit of prayer, for assistance, and for a blessing upon this exercise of prayer. 

If you are in a backslidden condition, if you have just entertained vain thoughts and uttered vain words, if you 
have just committed a sin, if there were estrangement from God due to worldly concerns, or if something else has 
deprived you of liberty, causing you to be confused and restless, you must resolve to bring your heart where it belongs 
and endeavor to have the disposition of your heart humble and meek. Such a disposition must prompt you to arise 
with sincere intent and be firmly resolved to be on guard against those sins in the future. Furthermore, you must be 
resolved that if you were again to be overcome by those sins that you will battle against them. This is to be done so 
that your heart will not condemn you, and that instead you will be able with a clear and quiet conscience to approach 
boldly unto God. Furthermore, if you add to this what we have said concerning the previous disposition, you will be 
fit personally in your approach to God, and do so in a manner pleasing to Him. 
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