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become desirous for this as well. And if you sing, sing with understanding, with a fervent desire, conscious of the 
presence of the Lord (and thus reverently), with a modest demeanor, and with both inner and external attentiveness, 
so that it may all be becoming before the Lord and to the edification of others who surround us. 
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themselves and excuse themselves before others who request something from them. They reason as follows: 

(1) I need this for myself and my loved ones. 
(2) There is so much to be contributed for various taxes and other causes. 
(3) There are so many poor people; I cannot help them all. Thus, they do not help anyone. 
(4) I do not know whether my gift will be used properly, for there are so many dishonest people. They will drink 

away or waste in gluttony what I have worked for and have saved. I have been deceived so many times that I no 
longer can have any compassion for the poor. 

(5) I make my contribution to the deacons who have been appointed to care for the poor. 
(6) I have remembered the poor in my will. Upon my death they will receive such and such an amount from me. 

Such are just like hogs who are useless during their life but are beneficial after their death. 
(7) When I am in better circumstances and have a bit more leeway, I shall give. Then the poor will benefit, for I 

have indeed a good inclination toward being compassionate. 
By these and similar arguments they will pacify themselves, and this culminates in not giving at all. 
Fourthly, there are others who indeed do give but whose compassion is not of the right sort. 
(1) Some give out of a sense of shame and dare not refrain from giving. They do so by compulsion, however, and 

it is as if, so to speak, it were forcefully pressed from their heart. While giving with their hand, there is an evil 
inclination in their heart. 

(2) Some give in order to be honored and praised by men. They would like to blow the trumpet when they are 
about to give something to the poor so that everyone will know it. And, in order that it may be known that they are 
generous, they will bring up the matter in conversation and frequently pretend to have given ten times more than is 
really the case. 

(3) Some spend money indiscriminately and disperse it randomly, without being moved by any inner motions of 
love and compassion. The poor do indeed receive something, but such giving is not a giving of alms. 
 
Misers Rebuked 

Come, you misers who are void of compassion, hear what God has to say about you and toward you. May it be a 
means to your conversion. 
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smallest thing, for the Lord who is her light has departed from her. The Lord Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, is gone 
down. The Dayspring from on high does not shine upon her, and the renowned Morning Star does not arise in her 
heart. This causes her to be sorrowful, anxious, and full of fear. 

Fifthly, she is weak and impotent, for the Lord who is the strength of her life has departed. She is ill, for the Lord 
Jesus her Physician has departed from her. There is no balm in Gilead for her healing, and therefore she is ready to 
die. 

Sixthly, she is desperate and knows not what to undertake. Now she seeks it here and then there, but she knows 
not where to find it. The Lord Jesus, whose name is Counselor and who used to counsel her so sweetly in her 
perplexities, directing her to the way and to the means (always having fared so well in doing so), leaves her to herself 
and refuses to give her counsel. Therefore no matter what way she enters upon, she finds herself at a loss and is 
entangled in all manner of snares. 

Seventhly, she would desire to turn to God and indeed begins to do so, but she is not able. The way is fenced up, 
enclosed with hewn stone, and encompassed by thorns, which she cannot penetrate, for the Lord Jesus who is the 
way, without whom no one can come to the Father, has departed. The Holy Spirit does not help in her infirmities and 
does not groan within her with groanings that cannot be uttered. Even when she prays, the Lord encompasses Himself 
with a cloud so that no prayer can penetrate, and when she calls, He does not answer her at all. And thus she must 
depart again without comfort. 

Eighthly, when she takes refuge to the Word of God in order to derive some comfort from it, it is a closed Book 
for her. She finds nothing there for herself. Her eyes may indeed fall upon a passage of Scripture, but it disturbs her, 
and that which should lift her up has the opposite effect, casting her down. The Word of God is nothing more to her 
than a fire and a two-edged sword. It neither makes an impression nor does it have an effect upon her, for the Spirit 
neither joins Himself to it, nor works by means of it, and therefore it is not efficacious. 

Ninthly, the enemies attack her from all sides, and everyone of them gets the advantage over her. Every arrow 
hits, Satan is successful in every attack, all the scorn of the world wounds her, and every manifestation of a sinful 
desire draws her away. She is thus as a bird caught in the snare, for her King has forsaken her and does not go into 
battle with her. The Lord, who is her shield, has departed and lets her stand without protection. 
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grace, they nevertheless do not perceive it within themselves. If they may perceive something, they then find so many 
arguments to the contrary that they do not dare to come to the conclusion that they truly have grace. 

Some are not very much troubled about this. This can either be due to ignorance, or because they are subject to a 
poor ministry and lack guidance. They therefore do not know that one can be assured of his spiritual state. They 
occupy themselves with prayer, longing for Jesus and refraining from sin, hoping that they may acquire salvation. 
Others are despondent and do not know how they may attain assurance; they travel upon their way, oppressed by the 
power of their corruption. Others are drowsy and lethargic, and are not very much concerned about their state. Again, 
others are very much concerned about their spiritual state and live in much fear and anxiety. 

Regardless of how much or little one may be concerned about his spiritual state, to be without assurance 
concerning his state prevents him from rejoicing in God, manifesting gratitude, and glorifying God; and it impedes 
spiritual growth. We shall present the nature and causes of this spiritual disease and endeavor to facilitate its cure. 

We wish to premise this by saying that we are not addressing unconverted people who either know that they are 
indeed without grace, do not think about this, or who very easily pacify themselves and continually assure themselves 
of their salvation. We also are not addressing those whose conscience is under conviction but who nevertheless live in 
sin and do not truly go to Christ. In the meantime, such get attention by their ability to complain, and by way of subtle 
devices, seek to arouse the pity of good ministers who do not have a great measure of the spirit of discernment. Such 
ministers, due to their tender disposition toward the weak, will greatly trouble themselves to answer their objections 
and show them that they do indeed have grace. Instead, it would be better if they would deal roughly with them, so 
that they might become spiritually healthy and repent. Or, if they have been exposed as complaining for the sake of 
complaining, such ought to return to the world where they belong, so that they would no longer hinder the godly and 
cause upright ministers additional grief as they preach to and edify others. Let them say whatever they wish when 
they insist that such a minister neither understands the life of the soul, nor is capable of dealing with souls. When such 
individuals are exposed, other weak persons will be less hindered in availing themselves of the guidance of such 
upright ministers. We are thus 
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and full of fear; how God, in whose communion there is joy and life, hides Himself from you. You taste how 
vulnerable you are to all manner of temptations by the flesh, the devil, and the world; how the habitual disposition of 
spiritual life weakens; and how impossible it is for you to root out this indwelling corruption, which so often 
flourishes and increases in strength when spiritual life is weak. You taste how incapable you are to attain to the 
purpose of your calling: the glorification of God; and how fearful you are of death and the prospect of expiring in 
darkness and misery. On the other hand, you do know that your inner spiritual life craves help to be delivered from 
this prison and to be set at liberty; and how it cries out for such help. You are acquainted with the immutability of the 
love of God toward you, which you can conclude from the conviction that the Holy Spirit of grace is within you. You 
know the fullness of the Lord Jesus, who is ready to communicate to you grace for grace out of His fullness. You 
know how becoming it is for you, being the temple of the Holy Ghost, to cleanse that temple and to expel indwelling 
corruption. Oh, how delightful it is to repent! It renders joy to God, the Lord Jesus, angels, ministers, other believers, 
and to you yourself. Sin will then lose its potency, all tasks will seem easier to you, and you will increase in strength. 
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APPENDIX 
 

The Administration of the Covenant of Grace in the Old and New Testaments 
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perception of what she ought to be. When comparing her with the church of the Old Testament, however, the very 
worst of that which is in truth is far better than the best at that time. We have therefore reason to thank and magnify 
the Lord. 
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